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Kobe University is proud of its long history over 115 years since it was 
established in 1902 (Meiji 35). Currently, the school is one of Japan’s 
leading research and educational institutions with over 16,000 students 
in 10 undergraduate and 15 post-graduate programs, and is considered an 
institution of higher learning overflowing with initiative spirit and freedom 
based on the philosophy of “the harmonization of scientific principles and 
reality”. At Kobe University, there is a fine balance between the study of 
arts and sciences, and we have achieved positive performances for both. 
Also, there is a hardly a wall that separates the studies between arts and 
sciences, and because of this, one of the university’s characteristics is its 
potential capacity to create new academic disciplines due to the integrated 
research between arts and sciences that are constantly pursued.
The Graduate School of Health Sciences at the University of Kobe not 

only boasts a high number of Graduate School Master’s program students 
(54 in each year, 64 from 2019) and Doctoral program students (25 in 
each year) even by Japan’s standards but also takes pride in its high 
quality as a university that promotes research. In terms of its specialist 
disciplines, the Graduate School comprises the three main disciplines of 
Nursing, Rehabilitation Science, and Biophysics in addition to the integrated disciplines of Public Health. All our 
disciplines endeavor to cultivate the qualities of researches with rich specialist knowledge and abilities as well 
as creativity.
From academic year 2016, we will also offer a course in which midwifery and health nursing qualifications can 

be acquired at the Graduate School, and will train medical specialist able of playing active roles in high-risk 
pregnancy and childbirth care or in health administration and international health organizations.
Kobe University has established relationships with universities throughout the world. Within the Global 

Development Project conducted from 2012 to 2016, through partnership with the top five universities in the 
ASEAN region, we exchanged postgraduate students and researchers short and long-term, and strived to train 
global leaders for the next generation of health sciences in Asia. Since 2017, through partnership and 
cooperation with countries of the Pacific Rim, we have conducted a program for training global leaders in Health 
disciplines for the next generation. In both Japan and Asia, countermeasures against the declining birth rate and 
aging society is needed. Taking advantage of joint research networks constructed due to the partnerships with 
foreign universities, research institutions, and international institutions such as WHO, we are hoping to continue 
working on health and hygiene issues among Asian countries.
In addition, for our English education, we have installed master’s courses that can be completed only in 

English from 2012, as we progress our support for globalization.
Within the medical field, we strongly aspire to develop technology to formulate healthcare systems using ICT and 

to evaluate brain function. Since academic year 2013, we have offered coordinated lectures and promoted joint 
research with the National Institute of Information and Communications Technology. In the future we aspire to 
continue to pioneer more interdisciplinary and novel fields of research integrating the humanities and sciences.

（for completion in academic years 2013 to 2017）

・Kobe University
・Kyoto University Hospital
・Osaka City University Hospital
・Nara Medical University
・National Hospital Organization Osaka National Hospital
・Sysmex Corporation
・Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Limited
・Hyogo Prefectural Office

・Kobe University Hospital
・Kobe City Hospital Organization
・Hyogo College of Medicine College Hospital
・Toranomon Hospital
・National Center for Geriatrica and Gerontology
・National Center for Child Health and Development
・Sionogi&Co.,Ltd
・Chugai Pharmaceutical

(15students became academic staff at universities and technical schools)

・Kobe University
・Hokkaido University
・Mie University
・Wakayama Medical University
・Kagawa Prefectural University of Health Sciences
・National Hospital Organization Kobe Medical Center

・Kobe University Hospital
・Kyoto University Hospital
・Universitas Gadjah Mada（Indonesia）
・Kaneka Corporation
・Kobe City

(31students became academic staff at universities and technical schools)
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Key disciplines (Nursing, Biophysics, Rehabilitation) and
Integrated disciplines (Public Health)

Public Health

Family Health
Care Nursing
(CNS Program)

Medical
Biochemistry

Mitsuhiro Ito, Shingo Kamoshida

Medical
Biophysics

Takamitsu Arakawa

This department is a frontrunner in the new field of “Family Nursing.” On the 
Graduate School’s first semester doctor’s program, we are one of only six schools 
in Japan to offer Certified Nurse Specialist (CNS) in Family Health Nursing 
Program. The CNS is the highest professional nursing qualification, involves 
making diagnoses and providing treatment, and introduces an educational 
prgoram capable of developing advanced nusing practice integrating both care 
and cure. This course aims to produce advanced specialist professionals capable 
of playing an active role internationally, who possess the competency to practice 
family support based on evidence acquired through research and theory.

Department of 
Public
Health

Global
Infectious
Diseases

Global
Health

This department is dedicated for an integrated discipline consisted of many kinds of occupations 
conducting development and practice of Medical and Health system based on local communities, 
addressing the resolution of various health problems and  engaging in research for medical and 
health issues which should be urgently dealt with and their causes. Our goal is to cultivate high-lev-
el medical professions oriented to both of Japan and Asia competent in practicing comprehensive 
healthcare in a global point of view and global leaders specialized in medical treatment, health, 
public hygiene and infection diseases capable of overcoming various problems in the international 
society and to be a research center for health science practicing devoted for investigation of  
health issues of the country and overseas.

Our division consists of researchers specializing in virology, bacteriolo-
gy, parasitology, pathology and clinical medicine. We conduct a pioneer-
ing research at the cutting edge of medical science and contribute to 
innovations in the fields of infectious disease epidemiology, infection 
control measures, pathogen diagnostics, vaccine development and new 
drug discovery. Our laboratories are providing excellent educational 
opportunities for the world-class students.
Teaching Staff Prof.：Yoshitake Hayashi

Associate Prof.：Masanori Kameoka, Hideyuki Iriko,
Katsumi Shigemura

Prof.：Toshiro Shirakawa
(Graduate School of Science, Technology and Innovation)

The perspective of global health is essential to achieve "Health For All" 
and/or "Universal Health Coverage" as slogans of UN/WHO. The 
problems of emerging infectious diseases, natural disaster, and environ-
mental degradation are not closed within the nation, but easily spreading 
over the world through transportation of materials and people. On the 
other side, the people who have to live under the unaccustomed environ-
ment and foreign culture through international labor migration or other 
kinds of migration are increasing, which brought the needs of transcultur-
al primary care. Under such circumstances, through the researches 
conducted within the nation and abroad, our division is tackling with the 
problem finding and solution activity in various field and clinical settings.
Teaching Staff Prof.：Hiroya Matsuo, Minato Nakazawa

Associate Prof.：Yuko Uesugi, Kazuhiro Izawa, Sayaka Kotera


